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	The Movable Type Template Language
	

	Movable Type templates have their own language that looks at times like HTML and, at times, more like PHP. The basic idea is that you have a bunch of variables from the MT backend that you can use to plug content into your pages. 
	

	As with most programming languages, you can create if/else statements, for loops and other tools to display the content you want, where you want it. 
	

	The template language is actually quite robust — some might say complex. So, to give you an idea of how it works we’ll dive in with a quick example.  Here’s a little snippet of code: 
	

	<p>category: <MTIfNonEmpty tag="MTEntryCategory"><MTEntryCategories glue=", ">

<a href="<$MTCategoryArchiveLink$>"><$MTCategoryLabel$></a>

</MTEntryCategories>

<MTElse>none</MTElse>

</MTIfNonEmpty></p>
	

	So what does that mess do? Well, the goal is to display all the categories you’ve assigned to a post. So the first thing we do is check to see if the post actually has any categories. The easiest way to do that is with the MTIfNonEmpty tag. This tag takes another tag as a parameter, in this case the MTEntryCategory tag, and checks to see if the value exists. 
	

	If in fact our post has one or more categories assigned to it, then we proceed to the MTEntryCategories container tag. This tag sets up a loop that moves through all the categories assigned to an entry. 
	

	Once inside the categories loop, we print out a link to the category archive page and the name of the category. That way, any visitor to the site who likes your article about bananas can quickly find all of your articles in the banana category. 
	


